Vote at the Parliament on the proposal for a regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1592/2002 in order to extend the competence of EASA to licensing and Ops (COM(2005)579)

The discussion took place at the Parliament in Strasbourg on 13 March in a night session ( 22H to 23H). Only about 18 MEPs were present. The session was chaired by Rodi KRATSA-TSAGAROPOULOU (Greece) VP of the Parliament.

Jacques Barrot (Vice-President of the European Commission) introduced the subject. He explained that the standardisation in Licensing and Ops was needed in order to reach a uniform high safety level in aviation in Europe. He thanked the Working group and his Rapporteur M. Leichtfried for their work.
Jörg Leichtfried introduced the report. He did not say anything about light and sport  aviation. Main issues are the funding of EASA. The working group proposes a tax on air fares. Another problem is the sanctions against operators having infringed the regulation. The WG proposes fines whereas many MEPs prefer the suspension of the licences
The following spoke: Zsolt László Becsey, on behalf of the PPE-DE Group, Robert Evans, on behalf of the PSE Group, Arūnas Degutis, on behalf of the ALDE Group, Mieczysław Edmund Janowski, on behalf of the UEN Group, Eva Lichtenberger, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group, Vladimír Remek, on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group, 

The following spoke as individuals: Georg Jarzembowski, Inés Ayala Sender,  Marios Matsakis. Jaromír Kohlíček,, Luís Queiró, Silvia-Adriana Ţicău, Alojz Peterle, Christine De Veyrac .

Most speakers thanked and congratulated the working group and the rapporteur. The main issues were about funding the EASA.

Only few of them spoke about Light Aviation :

· M. Becksey (Hungary)  said that EASA should not be too bureaucratic especially for light aviation (they shpuld not throw the baby with the water of the bath) 

· M. Degutis (Lithuania) who is a balloonist (he was also present at the EC forum on general aviation) asked for a strict application of rules to Commercial aviation but to a relaxation for light aviation, for a better definition of commercial/non commercial activities.

· M. Remek (Czech Republik) asked for excluding light aircraft with MTOM < 600kg from common regulation
· M. Pretere (?) who is also a pilote asked for not increasing the bureaucratic burden for light aviation

· M. Kohlíček (Czech Republik) seconded M; Remek about the 600kg limit.
M.Barrot concluded the debate. He stated that the commission accepts 14 amendments proposed by the Commission but opposes to 15 others at their present wording. He particulrily opposes amendments 30, 31 and 33 which are about the financement of EASA. He only mentioned that some micro lights are fast airplanes which fly cross border and as such should be under EASA jurisdiction
The vote took place on the next day ( 15 October at 12H40).

To our knowledge all amendments were voted except amendments 30 31 and 33.

According to our information, a late verbal amendment has been submitted just before the end of the vote session by a Czech MEP M. Kohlíček. Surprisingly this amendment, which concerns Annex II section VI, bullet e. and which excludes all aircraft with MTOM < 600kg from common regulation, has been approved!

We are waiting on the official report to check if the above wording is confirmed. If it is this amendment would imply that all gliders and motorgliders with MTOM below 600kg will again be under national jurisdiction…

However the co-decision process is not yet completed and there is little chance that the Commission and the Council of Ministers will accept this amendment.

We are trying to get more information…
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