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EGU is very much concerned that the ever increasing commercial aviation industry puts a lot of 
pressure on the international and national authorities to reduce the freely accessible airspace 
available to gliding in Europe. Gliding, a particularly environment-friendly air sport, faces a 
decrease in airspace, accessible to VFR flight and an increase in the requirements for equipment 
like transponders and radios. An unreasonable priority seems to be given to  commercial 
operations . 
 

The EGU, with its 90.000 pilot members, is best suited and best placed to represent the interests 
of the Gliding Community in Europe in relation to pan-EU aviation safety regulations including 
airspace policy matters. European gliding, with its 22.000 gliders and 550.000 cross-country kms 
flown on a single good day, definitely is an important user of the European airspace. The EGU is 
member of Europe Air Sports (EAS), working closely together with EAS in order to keep the 
maximum amount of European airspace open to all air sports. 
 
The most important goal of the EGU is securing the European airspace to allow cross-country 
glider flying. Segregated air space blocks for gliding will eliminate the essential challenge of 
choosing optimal routes, thereby threatening the sport of gliding in total. Almost all gliding 
competitions, except those in glider aerobatics, have cross-country flying as their sole aim. 
 
The EGU fully recognises the possibilities of new technologies in aviation. New technology must, 
however, be applied to gliding only where that demonstrably increases flight safety, and the price is 
reasonable. 
 
The gliding community in Europe is not willing to pay for unnecessary and unwanted air traffic 
services. The EGU is convinced that the see-and-avoid principle is as valid as ever. Tests have 
confirmed this.  
 

As a conclusion the EGU wishes to state that a sensible application of procedures and technology 
will allow gliding to take place in almost all airspace, including controlled airspace. 
 
The sky definitely is big enough for all. 
 

 


