Short Report on the 6th meeting of MDM 032 Held on 18-20 October in Cologne

EASA received more than 4400 answers to the A-NPA 14 .  Since there were 7 questions they have received in fact more than 30000 Comments.  EASA started already the review of these comments received which may be grouped into:

· comments received from individuals

· comments coming from organisations (some are repetitive)
· comments coming from authorities
EASA´s first review seems to give the following trends:

· the idea of a RPPL is supported
· the idea of a “light” operation is generally supported
· the idea of using AB´s is not generally supported
· “do not touch Annex II”
·  to the Continued Airworthiness part there are quite a lot of replies, these replies including fruitful inputs will be passed on the the M017 WG
EASA has the obligation to record each comment and to respond to each. They will therefore enter all answers into a data base. This will take some time. EASA was concerned that the amount of comments may overload the WG and the Agency and that this may put the whole task in danger.

At the beginning of the meeting we also got some information on the position of the Council of Ministers about COM 579. It seems that the Council has turned down the proposal to have Assessment Bodies. Obviously the NAAs have won the battle power they agree to delegate the issuing of licences or certificates to bodies like Federations but they do not want the ABs to be approved directly by EASA, they want to nominate themselves and they do not want a competition taking place between different ABs. The Council seems also to be against the proposal to allow the General Practitioners to assess fitness. 

The TOR of reference of the MDM 032 Working group has been modified to take into account these new boundary conditions: The group has decided to create two subgroups within MDML 032, one on licensing  and one on the regulation of LSA like aircraft ( less than 600kg MTOM). How the licensing group will interfer with the FCL OO1 group is not clear...

Next MDM 032 meeting will take place on 10-12 January 2007 

